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Divination isof asmany kindsasthere are fruit-bearing varieties of the flowering

dunceand theearlyfool.

— AmbroseBierce
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February Meeting

The Rei chenbach Afair:
Pseudosci encei nthe 19t h Gent ury

B 11 Jensen, speaker a theFeruaryneeting, i s
askeptic’ sdelight. Thelhi versityof Gncinnati
facul ty nentoer’ sinterestsincl udechenncal educati on
andthehi story of chemstry, afieldnot | ackingin
pseudaosci enti fi cdust-ups. Heisa socurator of the
chemstry depart nent’ s cal | ecti ons of books, prints,
and chemcal apparat us. Thesort of per sonyou coul d
readi | y expect togi ve youthe | ondown on, say,
ph og ston

AccordingtoB 11, tellingthewa estoryand
d sti ngu shi ngsci encefrompseudosci encerequ resthe
investigator toeval uatebothscientificandsoci a
aspect s of apseudosci entificincident. Fomthe
scietificpant of view experinental reproduci bility
of theal l egedresul tsandthe conpatibilityof the
proposedt heorywthest ad i shedsci enti fi ct heory nust
be eval uat edt o det er mnne whet her t hei nci dent under
studyi s sci enceor pseudosci ence. | nvestigatingthe
soci d aspectsd thei nci dent hel pexpl a ntherecepti on
of thecla mbytherest of thescientificconmunity.

(Cont. Pg 7)

March Meeting
Menber s Wl conme Qpen M ke Meet i ng

The Mrrch neet i ngwas near| y adi saster: our
speaker cal | ed FrogramChai r and Meet i ng Q gani zer
Brad Bonhant hi rty ninut es bef oret he neeti ngwas to
start andcancel ed. Gapitalizi ngonnenbers’ habi t ual
w | | i ngness t o expressthensel ves, Bradturnedthe
occasi oni nt 0 an open neet i Ng.

Bradreportedthat our mssi ngspeaker, Kat hy
A atoni, i sapsychol ogi st who appear ed on a John
Sossd tdevisionspeci d | ast wnter todenarstratethe
useof hypnosi stord i evepai ni nsurgery. Thespeci a
opened w t h a \legas- st yl e hypnot i st who assenfl ed
audi ence nentoer s on t he st age and used hypnosi s t o
persuadethentodoavarietyof sillythings. Soneof
t he programnas devatedtopracti cal usesfor hypnosi s,
includingatapeof adental patient wiohadacavity
repai redwhi | e hypnati zed.

Kat hy H at oni enduredrepeatedsurgeriesto
correct faci a bonedeformities, fo | onedby repeat ed
| aser ski nresurfaci ngtoreducet hescari ngcaused by
theearlier surgeries. She becane acandi dat efor
hypnosi s for pai nrelief during surgery when she
rea izedthat it wastaki ngher afull year torecover
f romt he danage t o short t er mnenory caused by
converti ond anesthesi a
(Cont. Pg 9b)

Yar i tegpditiod!!!!
Coallecting Super stitions for a
Super stition Bash Party
Send your favoritesto; ART-Superdtitions, P.O. Box
12896, Cincinnati, OH 45212 or e-mail me at
dloughry @fuse.net.
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Qopyri ght ©Associ ati onfor Rati onal Thought
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regrinednaterid.

The wel | read A nci nnati an i n 1850 woul d have been

exposedt o nesneri sm phrenol ogy, spiritual i sm phreno-
nagnet i sm ant hr opol ogy, psychonet ry, neurol ogy, and nuch, nuch
nore. | urgeyoutokeepyour mindopenanddefer readi ngthei r current
neani ngi nt o any of t hese " sci ences” The Bar on Vbon Rei chenbach’ s (cf .
M ch neet i ng) resear ches on Magnet i smhad beenfirst pronul gatedin
Gncinnati andpubl i shedi nthe Jaurral of Min(vd .1, no. 2) i nFebruary
1849. Qver thenext severa years¥. Joseph Rodes Buchanan, editor of the
Journal , conti nuedtoexcerpt theBaron switingswhi chweresosimlar to
hi s own. S nce Rei chenbach’ sideas werefirst publishedinaGernan
chemstryjournal, the Aral ender Gr mie ard Far naci ei nasuppl enent
inMy, 1845, it istru yanazi ngthat theyweretransl atedi ntobngl i shand
nadeit totheMadwest i nsuchashort tine. | have beenaskedtol ookinto
thissubect byour editor andl wll devatenynext ca unmstony fi ndi ngs.
| wll takeupDr. Buchanani nafuturenuner, but intheneantinel wil
| ookintotheforceswhi chbrought thenoteddoctor toour fair cityinthe
1840 s.

TheEcl ecticMd ca Institutevast hesponsoringinstitutionfor the
Journal of My, andwthout it, thenysteriesof Qlwoul dhaverenai ned
anystery. Regul ar nedi ci ne, or al | opat hi cnedi cine, asit was naned by
i tsenemest he honeopat hs, vas wel | representedi nG nci nnati duri ngthe
pi oneer period. Dani el Drakecaneto G ncinnati asanapprenti cefromhi s
parents | ogcabi nnear Mysvill ein1800. Hewas obvi ousl y bril liant and
i N 1805 hewas sent tostudy w t ht he f anous Benj ammnRush at thenati ons
first nedi cal colegeintheinFhiladel phia By 1819 Drake hadf oundedt he
Medi cal (ol | ege of Chi o, whi ch has nowbecone t he Uhi versity of
Gncinnati Mdica Shoal . Duringal ongandnot al ways peacef ul car eer,
Dr ake w ot e nany books and was recogni zed as one of thefoundi ngl eader s
o scetificned cine

Ve nowneedtol ook at the nedi cal sectarians. Duringthe 1820’ s
and‘ 30 savavedf a ternativetherapi es chal | engedort hodox nedi ci neas
tooforeignandtootheoretical . Herbal ists, nedi ci nenen, root doctors,
bot ani cs, hydropat hs, honeopat hs, and even net hodi st s suppl i ed
i nexpensi ve and of t en guar ant eed t her api es far renoved fromt he
intell ectual pretensionsof the“regul ar school .” Wiat they | ackedin
educat i onandtrai ni ngt hey nade upw t hent husi asm enot i onal appeal ,
andanabi dingfa thintheir omintu tion

Thecal | for “everynantobehi sownphysi cian” vas at its basean
earlier outhreakof the1960' s. The conmoni ty consci ousness of thi s“great
awnakeni ng” i nvol ved nass neet i ngs, trance provoki ng danci ng, and 24
hour cel ebrationsfar fromanyauthority. Thenosodvas anti-authoritari an,
anti-intellectual, andverynystical . Doesthissoundfamliar? Sel f-
2
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adul ation, sel f | ove, and def i ance wer e consi der ed
virtuesandtheseattitudesvereeffecti vel y expressed
andtaught tothenany convertsawai tingthetruth.
Sanuel Thonpson, bornin 1769, becane aconvert to
“HerbDoctoring’ especi a lywth lobe/rainflata H
borrowed therest of his cures fromthe “Qiaki ng
Shakers” who di d t rance provoki ng danci ng of their
own. Thonpsonisthefirst stoponour routeto
Gncinnati andtheEcl ecticMdicd Institute. Hea so
showed a busi ness sense and profit noti vewhi chcan
still betracedwthina ternativened cine. In185he
publ i shed a Aew@w deto FHeal th, or The Bot arv ¢
Famil y Aysici an Youcou dbuyit for $2 and because
he had pat ent ed hi st echni que, youcoul dget al i cense
topracti ce“ Thonpsoni ani smi for anaddi ti onal $20.
The her bs wer e suppl i ed by t he Shaker s of course. (To
beconti nued.)

A Puzzefor Thinkers

InHA ack on Wi t el

Mbst adultsindncinnati reada
newspaper . At t he G ock and Pranbl e
Conpany t he 2935 enpl oyees wer e
surveyed. Seventy percent werefoundto
readtheGnci nnati Bhquirer, sixty percent
theGncinnati Rost, and45percent the G nci nnat i
Heral d. Anong these aquarter read boththe
Enqui rer andthe Hera d, 30 percent theRost andthe
Heral d, and 35 per cent bot ht he BEhqui rer andt he
Post. Thesei ncl udeten percent woreadal | three
nevspaper s.

So hownany read onl y t he Enqui rer, only
the Post, or only t he Heral d? Hownany read no
nevspaper at al | ?

—adapt ed f romAdt henat / sche Lerkspr e/ 6 p. 81

Sl utiontol ast nonth' s puzzl e - pi cki ngfour of
fiveva uad esout of fifty-sevenp eces by chance:

Theprobabi ity of pi cki ngoneof fivegood
piecesout of fifty-sevenisy 57, theprababilityof
pi cki nganot her onereducest o4/ 56, andsoon 3/ 55,
2/ HA. Thesefractionsarenl tipliedtogether for the
probabi | ity of pi cki ngfour good pi eces, whi ch
cones t 0. 000012658 or one chancein 79, 002tri es.
Thej urywhi chdidnot convict Q J. S npson nay
bel i evethat G anali gger pi ckedt he good pi eces by
chance. | think @ anail gger i saprof essi onal thi ef
and knewexact | y what he was gr abbi ng.

/t’'sN\AM. ..

Newneans t o debug your conput er:

At t ach t he Aét nanga Magr ¢ Bagt o your
keyboar d or network cabl e. The secret el enents,
circutsandsoftvarew! | vardoff bugs, viruses,
and hackers. Actual content of thebag: aconputer
pendant wthatinydagger, wrestwstedinto
vari ous shapes, several |inesof codewittenon
speci al paper, andatiny ceramc cat’s head.
Accordi ngtothe conpany f ounder, Mari e Loui se
Sarapat a, theworki ngs arebasedontheprinci pl es
of Haitian\bodoo. Thusfar 6500f the nagi ¢ bags,
at $13each, have beensal d.

Source: Forbes(10 January 2000) p. 56

Uc

W areanorgani zati onthat brings studentswth
di ver se backgr ounds, worl dvi ews, and opi ni ons
t oget her todi scusstopi cs prinarily concerning
science, religon, phil osophy, andpditics. Véseekto
pr onat e f reedomof speechandcritical thi nking—al |
viewsw || beheardandal | participantsw || be
encouragedto conetothei r ownconcl usi ons. Al
student s arewel conetoattendour neeti ngs and
events. For nore information, e-mail:
UC skept i cs@ot nai | . com\Vé have aful | progr amof
SringQuarter A ans, Bvents, and Meet i ngs.

Announcenent :
Lhiversityadf Gncinnati Skeptics
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' _ 864/ Fromthe
T ..':;;hrl 0 _ 1
I@MQ g Un-Easy Chair...

Sonet i mes you get t aken by a scam And
sonet i nes evenabi g, powerful organi zationlikethe
Nat i onal Geogr aphi ¢ Soci et y can by hoodw nked.
Recent| y* t hei r nagazi ne publ i shedanarticl eonan
i nportant pal eontol ogi cal di scovery, anot her exanpl e
of ad nosaur i ntheprocessaof evd vingintoabird This
onewthastrikinglybirdlikebodyandaclearly
di nosaur tail. They naned it Archaeorapt or
/7 aory gerss/ s*bi rdof preyfromi aoni ngprovince” in
Gina

Ufortunatdy, thisparticu ar fossi| vasafake.
Soneonest uckthefaossi| tail of afeat hered dFameasar
onthe body fossil of S nornithosaurus. The
ci rcunst ances under whi chtherock caneintothe
possessi onof the NGSpoi nt tothepossi bilitythat
financi a gai nwasthereasonfor thehoax. Qcethe
scambecane publ i ¢, thecreati onstshadafi el dday.

Fromthe ICRin Californiaweread
“Achaeoraptor Hight Aborted’?and“don’' t fall prey
toclainsthat aretoogoodtobetrue.”? The sane
organi zati oncorments “. .. thefossil provi des an
extraordi nary peekintothepecul i ar i deol ogy and
jourrdisticslat of acadred zed aussc entistsadthe
Nat i onal Geogr aphi ¢ Soci ety t hat pronot es t hem”3
Qur on Al Gi nKent ucky has nol essthanfour articl es
of conment onthei r website.*They gl eeful | y and at
lengthquateSorrsL Oson, thecurator of birdsat the
St hsoni an, andoneof thefirst scientiststocal the
scam®

Nati onal Geographi chasreachedanal | -ti nel owf or

engagi ngi nsensati onal i stic, unsubstantiated, tabloid
jorrdism...

Soan' sarticletakestheprg udi cetoanentire ynew

I evel andconsistsinlargepart of unverifiabl eor
undocunent ed i nf ornati ont hat “nakes” t he news rat her
thenreportingit. ...

[ Thefeat heredd nosaur pi cturesare] sinplyi nag nary

andha[ ve] nopl aceaut si dedf sci encefiction.

Nred thestructuresill ustrateding can sartid ethat

arecl a nedtobefeat hers haveact ual | y beenproventobe

feathers. Sayingthat theyareis littl enorethanw shf ul
thi nki ngt hat has beenpresentedasfact.

Therei s sonet hi ngabout Nati onal Geographi €' s
ca orful pictures andevennareca orful | anguaget hat
invitesabit of burl esque. They dotaket he nout ht oo
ful andassert alittletoocategorica | y“wecannonsay
thet birdsaretheropods) ust asconfi dentl yaswesayt het
hunans ar e namrmal s. ” (p. 102)

It vasnat a“creati onscientist” woquesti oned
theredityd thebirdfossil. Oithecotrary, it vasone
of thescienti stswhofirst examnedthefossil for the
Soci ety, whoal soreversedhi nsel f andpoi ntedout it
was a conposi t e as soon as he exam ned f urt her
evi denceinhi na. ® Andi t was ot her sci enti stswhot ook
exceptiontothefossil, becausert d dnat accoradwih
ad u/oaythearyastheyuderstoodit. Thescientific
ent erpri se once agai nwor ked as expectedtofal sify
W ong concl usi ons.

Thecreationi ststakefurther pl easurein
recounti ngandpoi nti ngout al | thehoaxesanderrors of
t he past; Nebraska nan, whoturnedout tobepig s
tooth, A/taowrnar; anot her conposi te, or therecent
“lifeinaneteoritefromMrs” flurryof news. Vé nay
expect tohavethisparticul ar bit of fl apservedtous
fronmowunti | forever.

Ina |l thecomment it needs enphasi zi ng, that not
onl yd dsci encevor k as desi gned, but that t heevi dence
for birdevolutionisasstrongasit was before
A chaeor got or was hear dfrom The evi dencefor this
phase of eval uti ondoesnot rest onasing efossil, nor
canasi npl ef akedestroyit, rather thereexistsaved th
of fossi| evi dencewhni chrenai ns unshaken, soneof it
di scussedi nthe sane M/ e/ Gagrgo/ carticl e.

(1 Qristopher P. S oan, “Feathersfor T. Rex?" At/ onal Gograolv ¢ Migazi ne
196 (Nov. 1999) p. 98-107.

(2 Imstitutefor Geati onResearch, “Achaeoraptor Hight Avorted” Arsamdfacts
29 (Mr. 2000) p. 1

(3) Sephen A Austin, “Archeoraptor: Feathered D nosaur fromNati onal
Geographi c Doesn't AHY” /npact (1 R No. 321 (Mar ch 2000)

(4) <wan answer si ngenesi s. or g>

(5) JonathanSarfati, “Archaeoraptor —Fhony ‘ feat hered fossil.” (onthewebsite)
(6) XuXing, “Feathersfor 7. Rx? National Gograph c Mgazi nel97 (March
2000 ‘lettersforum

| f weconsi der econonic freechoi ce I
theonl y undi sputedval ue, what i sthe

> andtradi ngi nacar?
—bi o-ast rol oger Esner al davon
Lowenzahn- Dent del i on
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Too Many Books....
Too Little Time....

The & erce of Gt
The Qrvergerceof et/ ficamdB 07 ca Wsaom
by Ger al d Schr oeder
(NewYork: The Free Press, 1997)

Farth Reason, andErthH story: AFRarad gmorf
ErthadBoagca Oignstylmdligert [&sign
by Leonar d Brand
(BerrienSprings, M: Andrews Lhiv. Press, 1997)

Bot h of these books arefundanental i st inthe
sensetheyarguetheB blical storyof Genesisisan
accuraedescriptionof histary. Bthareinterpretati ons
by rel i gi ous bel i evers who, i ncontrast to nost
“creationists” areintouchwthreality, andwothus
respondtothesci entificinsi ghtsandargunent s about
earthhi storyandhbi o ogi cal evd uti on. Thereaders of
thisnewsl etter naythinkthat islittl eenough. Beyond
theseaspect stheargunent sof thetwathorshavelittle
I n conmon.

Shroeder i san M Ttrai ned geophysi ci st who
surel y knows hi s sci ence. H sbasi cargunent i sthat the
bleisnot tobetakenliterally, but denands
interpretati on. Heacceptsonl ythe HebrewSeri ptures,
and does nat di scuss t he NewTest anent. For nuchof hi s
interpretati onandargunent herel i esontheBabyl oni an
Tal nud, on M noni des Gr aefor the Rerpl exed) and on
thethirteenthcentury Nahnani des Crmerit ary ont he
Torah nthekabalistictradition. ToShroeder theH b e
isastrangeandpoeti ctext whi chsi npl y shoul dnot be
readliterally, lest it woul dappear filledwth
cotrad ctios.

| woul d say, Schroeder nmakes t he wor ds of
Genesi s conf ormt 0 and pr evi ewnodernscientific
insight. “IntheBegi nning” t o Schroeder neanstheB g
Bang and t he begi nni ng of t he Lhi verse. Thefirst day
runstols. 75hillionyears, thesecondto7. 75hi 1 1ion.
Day five corresponds t ot he Canbri an peri od of
ged og ca histary, andsoon. Toexp a nwythisisso,
he provi des i npr essi ve ar gunent s f r omphysi cs vhi chl

5

woul dnot pretendt ounder stand, nuchl esscriti ci ze.
Yet, woul d anyone, but anal ready bel i evi ng Jewbe
convi nced by t hese ar gunent s?

Brand’ s argunent isnoretraditional and
Christianfundanental i st. Heal soi s aconpet ent
scienti st wthadoctorateinzod ogy fromGrnel | . He
under st ands and acknow edges t he ext ensi ve conf i -
dence of thescientificcomunityinthetheory of
evol ution, “andthe extent towhi chit has been
successf ul i norgani zi ngandexpl ai ni ngakbroadrange
o bidogcd data” (p. 1)

Banddevatesthefirst sixchaptersaof hi sbook
toanextensi veexpl anati onof thesci enti fi ¢ net hod,
nat ural i sm and par adi gns of know edge, i.e. tothe
phi | asophy of sci ence. I nthe process heexpl ai ns a
great deal about howwefindout and know and know
that we know H s enphasisisonthedifference
bet ween present observati on and experi nent ont he
onehand, andtheinconpl eteor partial i nferencesve
drawabout thepast fronremmantsof reality. | woul d
say heseest he past as al ways i nconpl et eandi nsi ght
about it sug ect torevision.

Mbst of therest of thebookis devotedtoa
recounti ngandexpl i cationof earthhistoryasitis
under st ood by sci ence. I naddi ti on, hepoi ntsout and
recor ds aspect s of t he evi dence whi ch seemt o hi m
i nconpl etear | essthanconcl usi ve. A thesaneti nehe
interjectsa ternativehypot heses, basedontheB bl e,
and t he ki nds of evi dence needed t o confirma
creationist aternative. Hedoes not sonuch propound
acregtion st earthhi stary, asarguet het thecasei sstil |
open, and descr i bes wher e and howi t renai ns open.
“If we open our minds to newi deas andt est abl e
hypat heses suggest edbybiblicdl stariesd arigrs, this
approachultimatelyw || | eadto an even nore
successful expl anationadf thehistoryd lifeonearth.”
(p. 315). Again, | havetoask, woul danyone but a
faithful Qristiang veadam?

ErlyAericarevisited
by I van Van Serti na
(NewBr unsw ck, NJ: Transacti on Rubl i shers, 1998)

Let ne expl ai nt he background of t hi s vol une.
In1976t hi s aut hor publ i shed a book, 77ey Cane
Eefore ol umbus. The African AresenceinErly
Aner/ ca( RandomHbuse) , i nwhi chhe presentedt he
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thesi sthat Africansfromtheancient trans Saharan
ki ngdomof Ml i had nade voyagestoandvi sitedparts
of Mexi co and Sout h Anericainthe 13" and 14"
centuries. Qher AricanvisitorstotheNewMar| dvere
B ack Egypti ansfrom heageof Ranses||. Van Serti na
isaprofessor of AricanSud esat RigersUniversity,

who hol ds degrees fromt hat i nstitutionandfrom
London Uhi versity. For a | hi s Dut ch- Russi an nane he
hai | sfromGyana. Heisoneof thetwol eadi ngli ght s of

Arocentricthought andhi story. Theot her i s Ml ef i

KeteAsante, aprof essor at Tenpl e Lhi versity.

They Cane Bef or e Col umbus was of cour se
criticizedandatt ackedby noret hanoneschd ar, andi s
regar ded by nost as t he pur est pseudo- sci ence. Thi s
vol unei sessertia lyacd | ecti onof hi sniscel | aneous
witings, nothingnarethanarepl ytothesecritics.

thefaceof it thepropositionis not
i npossi bl e. Thor Heyer dahl has shownt hat anEgypti an
styl epgpyrusraft cod dnakeit acrosstheAlatictothe
CGuri bbean. Aricanshavebuilt forndabl e pl ank boat s
tobravetheVest Aricansurf andbreakers. They coul d
have crossedthetropi ca AlantictoSouthAneri caat
i tsnarronest poi nt usi ngt hesteppi ng st onei sl ands of
Fer nando Nor onha and Pet er Paul Rocks and/ or ai ded
by the Ganariescurrent. But, didthey. Wat i sthe
evi dence.

Perhaps t he nost strikingnmaterial s of van
Sertimaarethe A nec heads. These ar e roomsi zed
carvingsof veryrea i stichunanfeat ures, wi chstrike
nost observers as B ack Afri canvi sages. They were
excavat ed i neast ern Mexi co, anddatedtoanearly
civilizationabout 900 BC(E Van Serti naci t es nany
nor e exanpl es of | argeand snal | carvi ngs f r omnany
Americancul tures, wii chshowA ricanfeat ures. The
present vol une carri es nuner ous phot ogr aphs of such.
Qher observersw | haveit that thesearefaces of
Aeri canlndi ans.

Bot h Aner i cans and Egypti ans bui | t pyrannds.
Never mindt he Egypti anwere royal tons, whil ethe
Aericanweresacrificia atars, adml |l enni aof tine
passed betweenthetines of their construction. Van
Sertinacites nunerol ogi cal correspondences. “77e
neasures of t he norunert s 1 nbot h t he NewVvar/ d and
the Q d Wbr/ d share common f eat ures whi ch are
curet!/ymssedbyimestigatars. ”(p. 173) The G eat
Ryramdof G zai sbasedonthesynodi cal reval uti onof
Venus, and so ar et he Anasazi renai ns i n Chaco
Canyon. Never mind Chaco Canyon i s hundr eds of

ml esnorthof t he nearest Miyaor Tol t ec pyramd.

Q her evi dence cones froml i ngui stics. Van
Sertinaclainsthewordfor gol di nseveral west
Aricanlanguagesisrel atedtothe saneconcept in
Gentral Aneri can | anguages. He has many f urt her
correspondences for pl ant nanes, e. g. t he banana,
whi ch he cl ai ns nust have coneto Aneri cafrom
Vst Africa Hesaysthe Rortuguesefoundcottonand
nai ze i n pre- @l unbi an Africa, whi ch nust have
di ffusedfromt he Anericas. VanSerti nareportsthat
bot ht obacco and cocai ne have beenf oundi n Egypti an
nunmi es, whi chi ndi cat es t hese pl ant s nust have
mgratedtoArical ong bef ore Gl unbus.

Sovhy doesit seem i ke screaming nonsenset o
ne?lt i samsh-nashof bitsandp eces of evi dence, it
reliesonpyrnndd ogy, tracessing evordlingu stics,
pontstoanAricantypeartifact hereandthere, and
clansdfficut todatep ant evidence. If Aricanshad
regul ar tradi ngcontact wththe NewVdr| dfromthe
tine of Khufu (2638-2613BCE) tothe Mil i Enpire
(13" and 14th Gent ury) | woul d expect ext ensi ve
archaed ogi cal finds, andafairlydefinitetineline
fromearliest contact tol ast neeting. | nsteadvan
Sertina s correspondences areal | over t he nap and
froma del y di vergent ti neperi ods.

Wy have no ot her i nvesti gat ors f ound t hese
cor respondences? Vel |, becausethey are“frozenin
negr ophobi ¢ ort hodoxi es, ” and bel i eve “onl y
Eur opeans coul dhavei niti at edt he passage acrosst he
vworld svaters.” (p. 193) Infact, soneaof hi sinages
aresostrikingly Aricanthewhiteestabli shnent
refusedtoa lowit toseethelight of day. “Theonewth
theseven-braidedhair styleisparticularlyworth
notingsi ncenel ther Bernal nor Genor the Nati onal
Geogr aphi chavedaredtopubl i shit.” (p. 193).

—\%| f Roder

Invitati on: Sci ence Book G ub

The Sci ence Book @ ubneetsregul arl yonthe
fourthSunday of thenonthat thelibrary, thirdfl oor,
Room6A downt own Publ i ¢ Li brary, 8thand M ne.

M si tors and newnener s ar e wel cone. Vé
are nowreadi ng R chard Feynnan’s Q £ 22 7The
Srayelheoryd Light avMite. Thisisshort, only
about 150 pages. Wienwe fi ni sh one book, we sel ect
another toread. For noreinfornati on, e-nai | Bob
R ehenann, bri ehena@i nternet.net. O, for the
current book, cal | thelibraryat 369 6944.
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February Meeting from page 1....
Thepersonal statusof theind vidud naki ngthe

clai misinportant, sincethenorerespectedthe
clanmant is, thenorelikelyhisclainsaretobe
accept ed. For exanpl e, the i deas of Pons and
H ei schnan of col dfusi onfanewerenorereadily
accept ed because bot h nen wer e recogni zed and wel | -
knomsci enti stsat respectedun versities.

Thereareother i nportant soci al di nensi ons.
Oed thenost inportant isthestatusof theclanant’ s
di sci pl i ne. The sci ences ar e ar ranged by hunan cust om
inaclear, if arbitrary, peckingorder. Theoreti cal
physi cs i s ki ng of t he nount ai n, fol | oned by
experinenta physics, chemstry, bi o ogy, psycha -
ogy, andat t he bott onof t he heap, unl ucky soci ol ogy.
| f chemnst s nake doubt f ul cl ai ns about bi ol ogy, the
bi o ogi stsnust att end, because chemistry has ahi gher
statusthanbid ogy. Sl arly, i nthecd df usi onfl ap,
sincetheoriginal clai nswere nade by chem st s,
represent ati ves fromt he

Suttgart. Helivedtotheageof 80, dyingi n1869. As
anat ure nanof 57, i n1845, Rei chenbach announced
that hehadd scoveredt hehi t hert ounrecogni zedf orce,
Ql(al sotranslatedas Qiyl e, Qlic, or Alylic). H
publ i shed at | east ei ght books, sone over 1000 pages
| ong, andsevera panphl etsinsupport of hiscla ns.
A thetinehebegantopronotetheideaof the
Qi cforce, Rai chenbachwas arespect edsci enti st and
weal thyindustrialist. Hehadauni versity degreeand
owedfour | andedest at es, i ncl udi ngacast| eout si de
Vi enna. He had bui | t and oper at ed i r onwor ks, a
charcoa furnace, asugar beet factory, sted works, ad
bl ast furnaces. Hewas arecogni zedexpert i nproduct s
fornedbythedestructived stillati onof woodandat her
organi cnat eri al s. Hedi scover ed and naned sever al
productsthat arestill used, i ncl udi ngparaffi nand
creosote, aswel | asnanythat arenowl ongforgotten.
Many of hi s paper s wer e publ i shedi nthe prem er
chemstryjourna of theday.
He bel i eved t hat (d

| oftier fie dof physicsvere
abl etocritici zethemandbe -
heardbythesci entifi ccom
nani ty.

Therationd ityd the
cla nant i sal soadetermn-
ingfactor i nhowwel | new
clainsarereceived. Widy
unli kel yclai ngissuingfrom

IIIIIIIIIIIIII
JJ/l_J__L_I—I_lM

‘Wshed t he psychi ¢ hi s roomhad afl oor;
7 Hedidn't caresonuchfor adoor;
\ But thi swal ki ngaround

Wt hout t ouchi ngt he ground
Vis gettingtobequiteabore.

1 L i e e e e s s A N I I A

per neat edtheentireun -
ver se and was char act er -
i zed by polaritylike
] nagnet i smand el ectri c-
):— ity. Theforcewas charac-
terizedbycd ors, odors,
tastes, tenperat uresand
enot i ons, dependi ngon

~l

~

scientistsinlowstatus
countriesareignoredhby sci enti stsfromhi ghstatus
countries. |f soneone fromMexi coor Sout h Anerica
had nade t he col d f usi on cl ai m no one woul d have
noti ced. But comngfronrespect edsci enti stsworki ng
inthelhitedSates, thecountry at thetopof the
scientifictatenpd e, thesanecl ai nsweretakenquite
seriously. Asscientistsaroundthewor| deval uat ed
ca dfusion, a nest a | of theresul tssupportingRons
and H ei schnan cane fromt hi rdworl d countri es
| ooki ngrespectful l yupthestatus|adder. Mst of the
non-conf i rmng ones cane f romhi gh st at us count ri es
| ooki ng down.

Bll starget at theFebruary neeti ngwasthe
Bar on Kar| von Rei chenbach, awel | -respect ed and
producti ve sci enti st who nonet hel ess per suaded
hinsel f of theexi stenceof anall eged yal | pervasi ve
but actual | y nonexi stent forcethat hecal | ed Q.

Rei chenbach was born February 12, 1788, in

whi ch pol e was present .
The posi tive pol e hebel i evedtobereddi shyel | ow
war m unconf ortabl e, mawki sh, and bitter. The
negat i ve pol e he w ot e was bl ui shincol or, cool,
comiortabl e, andrefreshingandaci di cintaste.

Hea sobd i evedthat variousnaterid sd fferin
their abilitytoconduct andstore Ql, andthat al |
nagneti candel ectri cal phenonena ar e acconpani ed by
changesintheQiforce. Ql, hebel i eved, | eft notrace
onany physi cal naterial . Fhotographi cfil mcoul dnot
captureit. It coul dnot bedetectedbynornal heal thy
I ndi vi dual s. Rei chenbach hi nsel f never saw snel | ed,
o tastedthe @i cforce. Theonl y peopl ead et odet ect
thisuniversal forcewere“sensitives,” peoplewth
severephysi cal or psycha ogi cal heal t hprobl ens.

Therevas oneexcepti ontothegenerd rul et hat
Qd was not vi si bl e t o normal human bei ngs.
Rei chenbach bel i evedthat thenorthernlightswerea
nani festati onof Qlsopowerful that evennornal ,
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heal t hy peopl ecoul dseei t. It i sthought that henaned
theforceafter Qlin, the Norse god, because of t he
power of thenorthernlights.

Al physi cal changes wer e acconpani ed by
changes i nthe Qli c force. Wient hi ngs war ned, or
cool ed, or changed chemical | y, Qi coul d be seen by
sersitives. Scrystd pd arity, e fervescence, d ssd u-
tion, fernentati on, andput ref acti onprovi ded opport u-
nitiesfor sensitivestoobserve, snell, or tasteQl
Rei chenbach expl ai ned ghost s seen ar ound gr aveyar ds
as evi dence of Qlthat sensitives coul dseewhent he
chemcal changesinrecent!y buri edbodi es produced
Qlwhi chroset hroughthe eart hand producedvi si bl e
energythat sensitivesinter-
pretedasspecters.

He bel i eved that i
vs pol ari zed| eft andri gt :
inal livingorgani sns. Qe
odi ¢ pal efl owed out ofthe.
left si deaf thebody, andthe
ot her Qi c pol eout of the g
righ side. Gossingthetvwo il
pal ari ti es produced unpl eas- B
ant sensations. Wen all
sersi ti vet ochedt hel eft si e ll
of hisor her bodywthhisor
her 1 eft hand, theresul t vas
pl easant fed i ngs. Ethtouchl
ingtheright sideof thebody g
wththeleft hand produced|
unconfortabl e feelings. i
Rei chenbach bel i eved t hat il
thi spd aritygaveasdi ertificll
expl anati onfor theeffectsof

mesner i sm( hypnot i sm and AT T T T T T TS 4

thel ayi ngonof hands.

Likethel eft sideof alivinngorgan smthesouth
pol edf theearth, thenegativee ectrical po eandthe
baseof crystal swerepositiveQlpa es, revea i ngthe
col or red. Theright sideof |ivingorgani sns, the
positived ectrica pde thenorthof theearth, andthe
topsof crysta swerenegati ve @lpa es, enanati ngt he
cdo bue

Rei chenbachappl i edtohi s newf oundf orcethe
sane enpi ri cal approachhehadusedearlierinhis
scientificcareer. Hetestedhundreds of sensitivesin
attenpt stodetect Qlwherever aphysi cal change or

'-----------------.‘

The Ast rol oger
by Agat hi as of Mrinaonthe coast of Aeol os (532-582)

(transl at ed by Gy Davenport)

Farner Kal | i genes soved hi s wheat ,
Vent of f totheastro oger Ai st ophanes
And asked i f t he sunmer wer e auspi Ci ous,
If hiswheat earswoul dbeful |, unstunted
Theastrad oger cast hi s stonesacraosstheboard,
Sudiedthem wgg edhi sfingers, andsa d
: “If, Ka | igenes, therei sra nenough
(n enough of your | and, andi f t he weeds
Don' t takeover, nor frost weckthel o,
If ahai | stornmdoesn’' t knockit dl flat,
Ifthedeer don't nibbl e if nocd amty
LUp fromt he eart h nor down f r omt he sky
Qccurs, the si gns showa good har vest .
Lhl essthere sapl agueof grasshoppers.”

pol arityoccurred: crystal's, e ectronagneticfie ds,
vibratingbel | s, andsoon. He seens t o have pri ded
hi nsel f onhavi ngfoundanat ural , observabl eforce
t hat woul d expl ai n hownesner i zi ng and phenonena
liketad eturni ngassoci atedwthspiritual | smworked.,
Breryoneof thecharacteristicshecl ai nedfor the @i c
forceheconfirnedi nexperi nentsinwhi chsensitives
saw snel led, or felt theforce.

Rei chenbach never cl ai nedt hat t he Qi f orce
vassupernatura , or that theabilitytodetect it was
extrasensory. | nsteadhe bel i evedthat Gl coul d be
Oetectedbyacutesensitivityd theexi sti ngsenses. H
bel i evedthat hi s sensitiveswereneurati c because of
thei r hel ght ened sersi -
tivity, but vent around
incirclesandal so
clainmedthat their
hei ghtenedsensi tivity
causedt hei r neur oses.

He was con-
vi nceddf theaut herti c-
ityof theQlforceand
thesasitives dilityto
detect it by dozens of
experi nentsinvol vi ng
hundreds of sensi ti ves.
Hefoundt hat sensiti ves
were abletoseered
col or emanat i ng from
thebaseof crystalsin
t he dark, and bl ue
vafti ngfromthe r t ops.
Sensi ti ves coul dsee Qi
ripplingoff abell
vi brati ngi nat ransper-

ent but sound proof box.

Mst of t he evi dence suggest st hat once he had
di scoveredhi sfirst sensitive, Rei chenbachhi nsel f
served as t he agent propagati ngtheideatonew
sensi tives. I nthecourseof experinents desi gnedto
det ect Qlforce, Rei chenbachsaidthingstohis
sensitiveslike, “Dbyouseethecrysta onthetabd €?o
you seet he bl ue col or commngout of thetipof the
caystd ?

I n 1846, a cont enpor ary showed t hat
Rei chenbach was abl eto trai n newsensitives
i nadvertent |y by suggesti ngtot hemahat he expect ed
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thentosee. Thisinvestigat or di scoveredthat hecou d
nake a subj ect see anyt hi nghewanted hi mtosee. Wth
suggest i ons gi venbef oret he experi nent started, the
subj ect coul dseetabl esandcrystal s not eveninthe
dar kenedroom Qher critics poi ntedout that noone
except thesensitives coul ddetect theQiforceandt hat
al oneanongknownforces, it | eft norecogni zabl etrace
anywher ei nt he physi cal worl d.

Bvent ual | y hi s papers onthe Qli c forcewere
publ i shed as a speci al suppl enent t o a prom nent
chemstryjournal, outragi ngoneof thetwoeditors of
thejournal . Theother editor, whenconfrontedwth
evidencethat the Qdicforceexistedsolelyin
Rei chenbach’ s i nagi nat i on, was enbar r assed, but
evasi ve, cla mngthat he hadbeenpressuredtopubl i sh
themuchcriticizedarticles. Wileitistruethe
Rei chenbachvas veal t hy, had substantial politica and
economc cl out, andhadrecommendedthiseditor for a
prof essorshipat Viennain 1841, thereis no
docunent ary evi dencet hat Rei chenbach pressuredhim

Theedi tor was nat t he onl y chemist t o be sucked
inothisaffar. Qher promnent chemstsaof thedaya so
support ed Rei chenbach. Theinitial critici smof theQl
resear ch cane f romi ndi vi dual physi ol ogi sts and
nateria ssciettists. Thiscriticisnhadlittl eeffect,
because t hese gr oups wer e bel owchemstryinthe
pecki ngorder. Eventual | y Rei chenbachhadtofacea
panel of five physicists, achemst, abotanist, a
nneral ogi st, andaphysi o ogi st i nBerlin. Under cl ase
scrutiny, hisresutsevgparatedintothinarr.

But Qlandsi ml ar i deas havenot retreated. In
t he decades si nce, si ml ar for ces have been proposed
andsi ml arlydi sproved. BventheQ@licforceitselfis
still incirculation: al of Rei chenbach’ s books were
rei ssuedfroml968t01978. B || Jensen concl uded by
notingthat hi storica exanpl es of pseudosci enceare
easi er togoafter thancurrent pseudosci ence. Wen
deal ingwthtoday’ sissues, our enotional conmt nents
nay cl oud our j udgnent. CGurrent i ssues present ot her
probl ens: Thefirst anti-col dfusi onbooks tobe
publ i shed wer et he weakest, stuntedbytheracetobe
publ i shed. Lat er books are nuchstronger. Thebest i s
Gary Taubes’ Bad Sci ence: The Short Lifeand Vi rd
Ti nes of Gol d Fusi on, publishedin1993. (This
t hor ough (503 pages) booki sout of print, but theRM ic
Li brary of G nci nnati and Haml t on Gunty has acopy. )

-- Reportedby M rgi ni aJer gens.

9

From the March Meeting...page 1

Her pl asti ¢ surgeon doubt ed her choi cedf pai n
relief sonuchthat he had a conventi onal
anest hesi d ogi st standi ngbythefirst ti nesheused
hypnosi sduri ngsurgery. Ater several sessionswtha
hypnot i st she successf ul | y weat her ed surgery whi | e
hypnot i zed. She conti nues t o use hypnosi s duri ng
SUrgery.

The di scussi onwander ed f romt he ef f ect of
anest hesi aonshort termmenaory t ot he cont r over si es
over theextincti onof thed nosaurs, wet her hi gher
oxygen| evel swoul dpermnt i nsectstogromM arger, the
A snewrul esfor organi cfarmng, faddiets, and
what causedtheextincti on12, 000yearsagoi nNorth
Anericaof | arge nanmal s | i ke t he nanmot h.

Bob S rei ft hau announced t he Mar ch neeti ng
of the Sci ence Book G ubat the Publ i c Li brary of
d ncinnati and Ham | t on Gounty, B ght hand M ne
downt own. Meeti ngs are hel dont he fourt h Sunday of
thenonth, 2 30until 5:00onthethirdfloor i nRoom
3A The group, whi ch has doubl edfromtwot o four
nenfer s, i s nowr eadi ng R chard Feynnan' s QE D
The Strange Theory of Light and Matter. New
nener s ar e wel cone. For norei nfornati on, e-nai l
Bob R ehenann, bri ehena@i nternet. net. For the
current book, call thelibraryat 369-6%44.

The neet i ng produced hal f adozeni deas f or
fut ur e prograns and denonst r at ed nentoer s’ breadt h
of know edgeandabilitytofill other nenersinon
vari ous topi cs. Responsetothe i npronpt uopen
nenory was hi ghl y posi ti ve.

-- Reportedby M rgi ni aJer gens.

w,. Harnessing t he Laws of Physics for
Riitics

Wii | e t he Denocrati ¢, Republ i can and
Ref ornparti es engagei ndestructi vei nternal
squabbl es over t he sel ectionof their presidential
candi dat es, theNatural LawParty has peacef ul | y uni ted
behi nd John Hagel in. Astringtheori st wthaPhDin
physi cs fromtHarvard, Hagel i ni stheaut hor of AMdrua/ for
a FPerfect Government. The book descri bes howa
superstringfiel dgenerat edby nany ninds nedi tatingin
uni sonwoul dradi at et hroughout soci ety reduci ng st ress
andspread ngtranoui lity.
—Wat ' s Nevis by Robert L. Park, 26 Novenber 1999

Superstition: Step on acrack, you'll break your
mother’sback. Send usyour favoritesto our PO. Box........
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-I\Iztul!lé'jestlwg@r?ew ed ?jatsone Sci ence and scandal ous runar s, but howf ast ?

“Rut thepresidentia cand dat es onaqui z show

and naybet henwecoul dreal | yfi ndout what t hey

know " ( Amanda Shepher d)
©Qpyri ght by John Al | en Paul os —The candi dat es have been
quest i oned by count | essta ki ng heads onecononics, and |l aw but
sel donby anyone know edgeabl ei nnat henatt i cs or sci ence. Thisis
odd gi vent he i nport ance t he candi dat es t hensel ves ascri beto
educati on, particu arlyinsci enceandnat henatics. Reasonabl e
ansverstoafewel enent ary quest i ons woul d nevert hel ess be
reassuring. | thus proposea Wo ViantstoRea ientificall y
LtaaeResidarqiz

The Nurber s Gane

| wouldliketostart wthfivesinpl equestionson
arithneti candstatistics. Thepurposed thequesti onsisnat totest
howf ast you can conput e, but rat her to probeyour under st andi ng
of sonebasi cfactsandnations.”

1. Acruci a nunber toknowi st he popul ati onof the
count ry youwant tobe presi dent of . Wat i s the approxi nat e
popul ati onof the Uhited S at es? Thewor| d?\Viat percentageof the
latteristhefarnar?

2. You read a news
starythat c ans42percert of d |
heart attacks occur onFi day,
St urday, and Sunday, apparently
because df i ncreasedcel ebrating
onthe weekends. Doyou al ert
t he surgeon general ? Qi t
canpai gni ng on weekends?
What ' s your reactiontothis
gaigic?

3. You' re canpai gni ngi naM dwest ern communi ty
vher et he nean pri ce of ahousei s $400, 000 andt he nedi anpri ce
i s$60, 000. Viat doesthi ssay about thed stributi onof housepri ces
here?1f thefounder of ahi -techconpanybu | dsa$l0mlliondd | ar
nansi oni nt he conmuni ty, whi ch goes up nor e, t he neanor the
nedi anval ue of t he houses?

4. B gger nunier s now G venthescal e of gover nnent
expendi tures, thefol | ow ngquesti onshoul dnot behard. |f one
spends $1 per second, it wl takeapproxinet el y11. 5dayst ospend
$Lmllion Roughlyhom ongwll it taketospend$lhbillion? How
about ltrilliaf?

5 Rdls, pdls, pdls. Isacarefu lyconductedpd | of 1,500
randonhy sel ect ed Aneri canadul t s suffici ent todeterninethe
per cent age (pl us or ninus 3 percentagepai nts) favori ngacertain
paicy?lssuchapa | noreor | essaccurat et hanone surveyi ngonly
theresi dentsof asnal | townaf 5,000 peopl ef romahi ch 100 peopl e
have beenrandonhy sel ect ed?

How Har d Was That ?

Thesci ertifi cquesti onsthet fd | onarenat i nappropri ate.
A thoughdef erri ngt osci enceadvi sersi softenthew sest coursein
pol i cy di scussi ons, sone nodi cumof know edge i s necessary t o
even under st and t he r econmendat i ons and choose anong t hem

6. Wat i sthesecond! awof t her nedynanm cs? Vdul d you
support t hedevel opnent of aper pet ual noti onnachi nei f youknew
the Russi ans or t he Chi nesevereatt enpt i ngt o devel op one?

7. Abasi c questi onabout our cel estia nei ghborhood: Hw
far anay i sthe sun?the noon? Li ght travel sevenfaster t han

10

Prof essor of Mit henati cs at Tenpl e Lhi versity, John
AlenPau osistheauthor of severa books, incl uding A
Mt henat | ¢i an Reads t he Nevispaper and, nost recently,

!/ Think Thereforel Laugh Hs Wo’'s Couret/ ng?col unm
on ABCONEVS. comappear s onthe fi rst day of every
nont h.

8. Uncertaintyispart of poitica life, but vhat i sthe
Lhcertai nty Princi pl ei nquant umnechani cs? Véul d you t ake
your newlLexus t 0 a quant ummechani c? “ You seemalittle
uncertai nyoursel f,” | observeas hegi ves hi s vi ens on quant um
nechani cs. “Isthat your final ansver?’

9. TheGdiforniaprinaryiscomngup, sothe next
questionsarenot entirel y ungernane, either. Wat isplate
tect oni cs?WMat percentage of Earthi s cover ed by oceans?

10. B ot echnol ogy br eakt hr oughs ar e nuchi nt he news
recent|y. Wat i stheshapeof the ONAnol ecul e. \Very roughl y
howdoesit functionas acode?

Know edge, Not Trivia

Mreinportant thanfactsandforml asfor apotential
president i safanliaritywththesci etificprocess. Wththisin
nind, | posethel ast fivequestions.

11. Wat arefal sifiabl estatenents? Wy i s sci ence
especi al | y concernedw t ht hen?

12. Isthereany scientificevi dencefor thecl ai ns of
astrol ogers?For thet herapeuti c povers of pyranids or crystal s?
| vori t askabout crystd bd | sandthesci entificstausdf pditicd
faecasting

13. What strikes you as
wongabout acla mthat abl ock
wei ghi ng appr oxi nat el y 310
pounds and havi ng a vol une of
roughly 73 cubi c f eet has
therefore a density of
4. 246575342 pounds per cubi ¢
fax?

14. Peopl e speak of
Newt oni ant heory, Darw ni antheory, or B nstei ni antheory, and
theya sosonatinesta kabout Fred stheory, Mrtha' stheory, or
Vel do' stheoryabout this, that, or theother thing Isthevord
“theory” bei ngusedinthesaneway i nthesetwosets of cases?|f
not, howdothetwowaysdiffer?

15. WMat i sadoubl e-bl i nd st udy? Apl acebo? Vaul d you
beinterestedi naphatogpportunitywththel atter a theSanD ego
Z00?

And HowDi d You Do?

Howwoul dt he f our naj or candi dat es doweretheyto
t aket he above qui z si ght unseen? M guess —andit’ scertainly
not hi ngnorethanthat — s that Goreand MGa nwoul d get 11
or 12questionsright, Brad eynineor 10, andBushsevenor e ght.
Wiat, i f anything, woul dthistest tell us?M opinion: Al other
thingsbei ngequal , greater scientificliteracy (wWichincl udes
bei ngreal i sticabout what onedoesn’ t knowandbel ngopentothe
sci enti fi cadvi ceof ot hers) nakesfor abetter candi dateanda
better president. The conbi nati onof i gnorance and pover i s

frigtenng

HAitor’s conmertt.: Several of thequestionsrequire
nul tipl eanswers, e.g. no. 7asksfor threedi stances. Greful
counti nggi vesneatota of 30requi redansvers. Any scoringof
your ownshoul dtakethi sintoconsi derati on.

Super stitions: Walking under aladder isbad luck if
you bump the one with the painter on top.!!! Send us
your favorite superstitions to our PO. Box.
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information on paranormal claims for local new media to consult and investigates local paranormal claims. A.R.T. was
founded by Cincinnati area skepticsin 1991. Annual dues are $15.00 and include a subscription to the Cincinnati Skeptic.

For more information call: President Roy Auerbach (513)731-2774 or Nurit Bowman, (513) 731-0642 or visit our website.
Address Changes and Corrections, Membership Questions. Roy Auerbach (513) 731-2774 E-mail: raa@cinci.rr.com

Mailing Label Information: “00/00/00 Member”: You are a member in good standing; your membership will expire on
the date on the label. “Lapsed’: (highlighted) - your membership has expired. Please send your dues as soon as possible.

Yes! — | want to support the important work of The Association for Rational Thought and receive Cincinnati Skeptic
and meeting notices. | have enclosed funds for:
®©New Member ®Renewing Member @Contribution  ®Gift membership for/by:
Name:
Street Address:
City: State: Zip:
Phone Work:  Home: E-mail:

We have kept dues low and will continue to do so in spite of rising costs. However, if you are ableto, your
additional contributions are very much appreciated. Please give generoudly, if possible. Thank you very

much!
I would like to make a contribution in addition to my duesto further the important work of the Association:

Contribution Amount: $ Dues. $ Total Enclosed:

Make your check payable to the Association for Rational Thought and mail to A.R.T., PO. Box 12896, Cincinnati OH
45212. Contributions are not at present tax deductible, but we are working on it.
oRequest subjects for future meetings

oPlease do not include my name and address in mailing lists exchanged with other groups.

SKepticismand ART
£y on the Electronic Media

O

o e For the latest in skeptical news via e-mail, join SANE, the Skeptical Area Network Ef-
_ =— fort. You will find cheerful, rational messages from CSICOP, James “ The Amazing” Randi,
%:.J your fellow local skeptics and ART in your e-mail box every week. This is our means of
staying in touch between issues of the Cincinnati Skeptic.

Besureto check out our skeptical websiteat http://www.cincinnatiskeptics.org --- It contains: our BLURBS
on various subjects; lots of nifty links to skeptical thinking around the world; the information for joining
SANE; the basic definition of who we are, what we do, and our bylaws. In addition, you'll find such things as
how to get to our meetings held at James Tavern; other waysto reach us; and how to send sample copies of the
newsletter to potential members. —David Wall, Web Site Manager

Web: http://www.cincinnatiskeptics.org E-mail: darkon@one.net
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Address Service Requested

The Association for Rational Thought is an organization committed to encouraging rationaal, well- informed
evalution of fringe-science, pesudoscience, and paranormal claims. A.R.T. encourages the investigation of paranormal
and pseudoscientific claims from a responsible, scientific viewpoint and the distribution of the results of such investiga
tions to the public. You are cordially invited to become a member of A.R.T. Membership information is included
elsewhare in this issue.

Preview Of Coming Attractions....

Place: James Tavern at Cooper Road and Reed Hartman Highway. It isagreat place to gather and then have
the lunch/social portion of each meeting. This location is very accessible for folks wielding walkers, wheel-
chairs and the like. Coffeeis available with a small donation during the meeting.
Time: 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM -- program -->12:00PM - 2:00 PM -- lunch
Please mark your calendar and plan to attend!..See you there!

Eighth Meeting of the 1999-2000 Season! Date and Day: 8 April 2000

Topic: UFOs: Soft Evidence / Hard Science
Speaker: Terry Endres, Anomaly Research Center. Website: http://home.fuse.net/arcsite

Ninth Meeting of the 1999-2000 Season! Date and Day: 13 May 2000

Topic: Tarotism: The Founders & Their Blunders

Speaker: Ronald Decker, Curator, U.S. Playing-Card Co.

*****NOTE: This program will be held at US Playing-Card at 4590 Beech in Norwood,
allowing usto view the company’s card collection. Lunch at the Rookwood Pavilion???

( Longhorns, Fuddruckersor Don Pablosto name a few.)
W chYar M/ Far apastcard wthmre antfese neet/ ngs!

Join us.... 1o 1ind out what's real and what's not!
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